
 
Pending Board Approval 
Theatre Guild Valdosta 

Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Dosta Playhouse 
Call to Order 

 
5:30 President P. Robertson called the meeting to order 

 
 Directors Present:  Patti Robertson, Lu Williams, Andrea Thom, Brock Gilliard, Sandi Parrish, 

Stephenie Austin,  Jeremy Adkins, Sandra Dickson,  Pauline Player 

 
Directors Absent: Betty Moon 

 

  
Approval of September 2017 minutes 

 
 Minutes from the September 13, 2017 meeting were reviewed.  Motion to accept was made by L . Williams and 

seconded by B. Gilliard. Motion carried. 

 
Reports 

 
 Treasurer:   A. Thom reported the capital campaign $57,356.98. The Operating Account Funds $10,742.16. The 

Insurance Money Balance $8,422.15 (to be moved to the Capital Campaign Account). The Morgan Stanley value 
is $62,212.06. The Debits/Expenditures total $12,270.06/(see report on file) 

 Vice-President: L. Williams sent director packet to Grant Brown for “A Christmas Spectacular”. Also updated the 
usher/concession guidelines to be posted in the office. 

 Membership:  B. Moon- Total number of members-103.   
 Play Reading: B. Gilliard reported that the Play Reading committee met Sept. 24th to narrow down possible 

shows and looking for potential directors. A. Thom expressed interest in “Chicago”. S. Dickson in either “The 
Mousetrap” or “Calendar Girls”. G. Brown, P. Player and M. A. Green are all potential directors. Next meeting 
will be October 22nd at L. Williams’ office @ 2:00. 

 Gingerbread: S. Austin –no report 
 Member at Large: S. Dickson has archive notebook set up. She still need to copy pictures for Deathtrap. She is 

waiting on video and headshots from the photographers to complete the Alice section. Articles on special events 
received. 

 Facilities:  J. Adkins-Jack Cook replaced exit sign on stage right and Bob Thom on the left. Andrew contacted 
Lowndes Roofing and are on their schedule. Bennett Fire Protection will be contacting us when fire extinguishers 
need to be inspected. The marquee began to spark and smoke during Alice @ Wonderland. Bennett Electrical 
has sent in estimate for the repair (see attached). Upstair men’s bathroom cold water faucet is making noise and 
a plumber will be called in. 

 Publicity: P. Player reported the cast list for “A Christmas Spectacular” have been posted on the website and 
Facebook. She is working on setting up radio spots and coordinate with Grant for headshots and showcase info. 
Heather will do the showcase. Josh will post bios on website and Heather will on Facebook. 
November 15th-email blast to members regarding tickets going on sale November 16th. 
November 23rd-email blast to everyone else regarding ticket sales. 
Pauline will take rack cards to Patti Minton. 
Josh will email Clay regarding audition info for “Death in Them Thar Hills” so Pauline can email Dean Poling to 
put in the VDT.  Heather will work with Clay on the poster. Clay Lee , director and L. Williams, producer of 
“Death in Them Thar Hills”. Food and cash bar is being worked on for the production. The theater will be able to 
hold 86 people each night. 

 



Old/Ongoing Business 

 
 Membership Drive/Volunteers: a spreadsheet is kept up of all volunteer on Main Stage and Gingerbread (attach 

sheet of goals) 
 Alice @Wonderland-profit $9171.37 with 89.86% capacity (attach sheet) 
 Grants-Notification will sent out the last week in October. 
 Capital Campaign: P. Cook-Robertson turned in grant application for Callahan Incentive Grant. Waiting to hear in 

September.  
 Georgia Singer/Songwriter Event-. Check has been received and P. Cook sent an e-mail to Amanda on 10-8. 

 

New Business 

 
 Roof: P. Robertson/J. Adkins- The roof is #1 priority. Andrew met with Lowndes Roofing.  $7,000 estimate and 

put on the schedule to start work. 
 Marquee: #2 priority. Bennett Electric estimate $7,000 for the project. 
 Brick wall: #3 priority to complete. 
 A Christmas Spectacular: P. Player reported that a good show on audition, rehearsal started 10/10 
 Prop Room Purge: contact City of  Valdosta-deposit of $250.00, $25.00 deliver dumpster, $5.00 a day, $65.00 

landfill fee, and $27.50 per ton. Set for Saturday, November 4 @9:00am. 
 Membership Social: October 27th  from 7 to 10pm-venue at TGV, B. Gilliard designed and order from Vista Print 

cards that were mailed out to all members.. Costumes, free hor d’oeuvres, cash bar and bring a friend with RSVP 
by the 24th. “Membooship Mash” is the title and the theme is Halloween. S. Austin will take care of the photo 
booth, music and corn hole stands. Heavy hor d’oeuvres will be made by the board.  B. Gilliard has Mickie for 
Jessies with the cash bar (which is licensed and approved). The board can start decorating on Wednesday 25th @ 
6pm until. Brock also found a sale at Michael’s for paper products and decorations. He also will have black and 
white Halloween movies playing that night. People’s Choice costume contest with a bag of candy as prizes. If 
needing any other paper products will be picked up by Patti and Andrea. 

 

 Calendar of Events 
 

 Capital Campaign Committee October 17 @ 5:30 
 Play Reading Meeting October 22 @ 2:00 @ Lu’s office 
 Decoration set up for Membooship Mash October 25 @6:00 
 Membooship Mash October 27 @7:00   
 Prop Room Purge November 4 @9:00 

 

There being no further business, President P. Cook-Robertson adjourned the meeting at 6:35pm.    

 
Next Scheduled Meeting is Tuesday, November 14, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Sandi Parrish 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Play Reading 2018-2019 Season 30 

DRAFT BALLOT 
 

Musical 
Circle One 

 

1. Chicago 

 

2. Ghost 

 

Comedy 
Circle Two 

 

1. The Game’s Afoot 

 

2. There Goes the Bride 

 

3. Calendar Girls 

 

4. A Little Murder Never Hurt Anybody 

 

5. The Good Times Are Killing Me 

 

Drama/Mystery- 
Circle One 

 

1. August: Osage County 

 

2. Crimes of the Heart 

 

3. The Mousetrap 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Musical 
 

Chicago 
In roaring twenties Chicago, chorine Roxie Hart murders a faithless lover and convinces her hapless husband, 

Amos, to take the rap...until he finds out he's been duped and turns on Roxie. Convicted and sent to death row, 

Roxie and another "Merry Murderess," Velma Kelly, vie for the spotlight and the headlines, ultimately joining 

forces in search of the "American Dream": fame, fortune, and acquittal. This sharp-edged satire features a 

dazzling score that sparked immortal staging by Bob Fosse.  

 

Ghost 
Adapted from the hit film by its Academy Award-winning screenwriter, Bruce Joel Rubin, Ghost the 

Musical follows Sam and Molly, a young couple whose connection takes a shocking turn after Sam’s untimely 

death. Trapped between two worlds, Sam refuses to leave Molly when he learns she is in grave danger. 

Desperate to communicate with her, he turns to a storefront psychic, Oda Mae Brown, who helps him protect 

Molly and avenge his death. 

 

Comedy 
 

The Game’s Afoot 
It is December 1936, and Broadway star William Gillette, admired the world over for his leading role in the 

play Sherlock Holmes, has invited his fellow cast members to his Connecticut castle for a weekend of revelry. 

But when one of the guests is stabbed to death, the festivities in this isolated house of tricks and mirrors quickly 

turn dangerous. It is then up to Gillette himself, as he assumes the persona of his beloved Holmes, to track down 

the killer before the next victim appears. The danger and hilarity are non-stop in this glittering whodunit set 

during the Christmas holidays. 

There Goes the Bride 
An extremely funny play about a young girl's forthcoming marriage and attitudes about premarital sex. Excerpts 

from the London reviews and the critics reaction can best describe this farce. 

 

Calendar Girls 
When Annie's husband John dies of leukaemia, she and best friend Chris resolve to raise money for a new settee 

in the local hospital waiting room. They manage to persuade four fellow WI members to pose nude with them 

for an "alternative" calendar, with a little help from hospital porter and amateur photographer Lawrence. The 

news of the women's charitable venture spreads like wildfire, and hordes of press soon descend on the small 

village of Knapeley in the Yorkshire Dales. The calendar is a success, but Chris and Annie's friendship is put to 

the test under the strain of their new-found fame. Based on the true story of eleven WI members who posed 

nude for a calendar to raise money for the Leukaemia Research Fund, Calendar Girls opened at the Chichester 

Festival Theatre and has since become the fastest selling play in British theatre history. 

 

The Good Times Are Killing Me 
This autobiographical comic drama by a noted cartoonist about growing up in an interracial neighborhood in the 

1960s enjoyed a long Off Broadway run. Twelve year old best friends, one black and one white, stand by each 

other through upheaval and tragedy, in spite of each family's disapproval. However, racial peer pressure 

eventually drives a wedge between the girls. Interspersed are songs of the period, some heard on the Victrola 

and others performed by the spirited cast. 

 

 

 



 

A Little Murder Never Hurt Anybody 
This six-character comedy is a spoof of and love letter to the screwball comedies of the 1930s and to stage 

mysteries in general. It is a one-set, two-act piece featuring witty dialogue and slapstick comedy. The play 

opens with the rich, bored Matthew promising to kill his rich, bored wife Julia so he can become a jet setter like 

his friend who recently lost his wife. Julia, who's always about three steps ahead of him, plays along. And so the 

game begins - a hilarious year-long match of wits and the witless. During the year the play takes place, there are 

several mysterious deaths that occur on the grounds of the family estate, a butler who is not what he seems, a 

detective who can't buy a clue, and two innocents (sort of) caught in the hilarity as they plan their wedding. 

While Julia cleverly dodges Matthew's devious murder attempts, the Perry friends and staff are dying off 

mysteriously. It seems Matthew is successful in murdering everyone but Julia. As the bodies fall, dim-witted 

daughter Bunny contemplates calling off her wedding to unwitting Donald since all the intended gift-bearing 

guests are dying. Enter Detective Plotnik - a Sam Spade reincarnation who suspects everyone, but hasn't a clue. 

That is, not until Donald stumbles upon Julia and gentlemanly butler Buttram in what Donald mistakenly 

perceives as a compromising situation. Donald jumps to the conclusion that Julia is the murderer - trying to 

murder Matthew!  It ends in a nice bang and with a bit of a message about the importance of love. 

 

Drama/Mystery 
 

August: Osage County 
A vanished father. A pill-popping mother. Three sisters harboring shady little secrets. When the large Weston 

family unexpectedly reunites after Dad disappears, their Oklahoman family homestead explodes in a maelstrom 

of repressed truths and unsettling secrets. Mix in Violet, the drugged-up, scathingly acidic matriarch, and you've 

got a major new play that unflinchingly—and uproariously—exposes the dark side of the Midwestern American 

family. 

 

Crimes of the Heart 
The scene is Hazlehurst, Mississippi, where the three Magrath sisters have gathered to await news of the family 

patriarch, their grandfather, who is living out his last hours in the local hospital. Lenny, the oldest sister, is 

unmarried at thirty and facing diminishing marital prospects; Meg, the middle sister, who quickly outgrew 

Hazlehurst, is back after a failed singing career on the West Coast; while Babe, the youngest, is out on bail after 

having shot her husband in the stomach. Their troubles, grave and yet, somehow, hilarious, are highlighted by 

their priggish cousin, Chick, and by the awkward young lawyer who tries to keep Babe out of jail while helpless 

not to fall in love with her. In the end the play is the story of how its young characters escape the past to seize 

the future—but the telling is so true and touching and consistently hilarious that it will linger in the mind long 

after the curtain has descended. 

 

The Mousetrap 
A group of strangers is stranded in a boarding house during a snow storm, one of whom is a murderer. The 

suspects include the newly married couple who run the house, and the suspicions in their minds nearly wreck 

their perfect marriage. Others are a spinster with a curious background, an architect who seems better equipped 

to be a chef, a retired Army major, a strange little man who claims his car has overturned in a drift, and a jurist 

who makes life miserable for everyone. Into their midst comes a policeman, traveling on skis. He no sooner 

arrives, when the jurist is killed. Two down, and one to go. To get to the rationale of the murderer's pattern, the 

policeman probes the background of everyone present, and rattles a lot of skeletons. Another famous Agatha 

Christie switch finish! Chalk up another superb intrigue for the foremost mystery writer of her time. 

 
 

 


